to play our part in the world effectively, we must do so with great
prudence and restraint and observe the utmost care not to enter into
relationships which might become the subjects of misunderstandings
either here or in the partner-country or elsewhere, or which we
could not be sure of carrying through to a conclusion satisfactory to
all concerned. This has no particular application to our relations with
Pakistan. I mention it because it is so important a part of our attempt
to find a correct and constructive relation with our world environ-
ment in general, and because we want our friends to understand the
complexities of our situation and to refrain from expecting us to do
things which we cannot do, not just in our bilateral relations with
them, but in the general exercise of our responsibilities as a world
power.
You will note I say our friends must not expect us to do things
which we cannot do. It is no less important that they should not
expect us to be things which we cannot be; You, Mr. Prime Minister,
are soon to have an opportunity to get a closer glimpse of this coun-
try of ours about which so much is spoken that is favorable, but per-
haps more that is unfavorable, in the lands beyond our borders.
We are happy that you are to have this opportunity. We know that
many sides of our life still have an unfinished aspect, that they are in
a process of change and development, and are not universally pleas-
ing or readily comprehensible. There is much about our society
which many of us feel could be and should be improved. But we are
convinced that whoever looks deeply and without prejudice at our
people and their institutions will understand that here> as else-
where, there is a reason for everything, and a reason entitled to
respect. It is this respect for the origins of our civilization and for the
magnitude of our American experiment which we seek from others:
not sentimental enthusiasm or imitation.
In general, we do not believe that a sound and fruitful interna-
tional relationship demands a great intimacy or identity of taste in
such matters as the customs and habits of domestic life. We can con-
ceive that others might not want to live as we live, and vice versa.
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